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A 
1,1,1, -Trichloroethane- A chlorinated solvent that “off-gasses’ it is included in fabric and carpet 
manufacture and in a variety of cleaners.  This chemical has been linked with fertility problems and 
developmental defects in humans and wildlife as well as depletes stratospheric ozone.

Acceptable indoor air quality-  Air in an occupied space toward which a substantial majority of 
occupants express no dissatisfaction and in which there is no known contaminants at concentrations 
leading to exposures that pose a significant health risk.

Acetone- A moderately toxic, highly volatile, and flammable solvent used in glues, paint stripers, nail 
polish removers and other products.  It causes symptoms similar to, but more severe than, those of 
ethyl alcohol.

Acid Leachates-  Water that has become acidic after seepage through landfills; potentially very 
damaging to fish habitats, wildlife, and drinking supplies.

Acid Rain-  Acid rain is formed when sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides--pollutants resulting primarily 
from burning coal, oil and other fossil fuels--mix with water vapors in the atmosphere to create acidic 
compounds.  Acid rain impacts aquatic ecosystems, high altitude forests, creates haze, and 
contributes to the deterioration of buildings and historical monuments.

Acrylics - A family of plastics used for fibers, rigid sheets, and paints and caulking.

Active Solar Energy (see also Photovoltaic)- Energy from sunlight that is absorbed by photovoltaic 
collectors and transferred directly to the building interior; stored using a battery, a hydrogen fuel cell 
or some other system  for later use; or sold to a utility.  Controls regulating the operations are needed.  

Active Solar Water Heater-  Heat from the sun is absorbed by collectors and transferred by pumps to 
a storage unit.  The heated fluid in the storage unit conveys its heat to the domestic hot water of the 
house through a heat exchanger.  Controls regulating the operation are needed.

Agricultural By-Products- Products developed in agriculture that are not the primary goal of the 
agricultural activity.  Straw is the most common used agricultural by-product in building.  It can be 
used in wall panels or as bales in straw bale construction with the bales used as building blocks.

Agriculture Fibers-  Agricultural fibers, e.g. cotton, are recently being introduced for use as 
insulation materials.

“Air-lock” Entrances-  A passive device that acts as a buffer to prevent conditioned air from escaping 
a building, e.g. a revolving door or double doors.

Albedo- The ratio of reflected light in relation to the total amount of light falling on a surface.   A high 
albedo is indicative of high reflective properties.

Asbestos-  A mineral fiber that has been commonly used in many building construction materials for 
insulation and as a fire-retardant.  Invisible fibers of certain types of asbestos have been linked with 
lung diseases and cancer when inhaled.  The EPA has banned and severely restricted asbestos use in 
manufacturing and construction.



Asbestos Abatement-  Procedures to control fiber release from asbestos -containing materials in a 
building or to remove them entirely.

ASHRAE Standard 62-  Ventilation for Acceptable Indoor Air Quality.  Details two methods for 
compliance:  the Ventilation Rate Procedure and the Indoor Air Quality Procedure.  Becoming the 
standard of care for building ventilation and indoor air quality.

Assay-  A test for a specific chemical, microbe, or effect.

B
Background Level-  (1) The concentration of a substance in an environmental media (air, water, or 
soil) that occurs naturally or is not the result of human activities, (2) the exposure assessment, the 
concentration of a substance in a defined control area, during a fixed period of time before, during, or 
after a data-gathering operation. 

Bake-out- A process used to remove VOCs from a building by elevating the temperature in the 
unoccupied, fully furnished, and ventilated building.

BEN-  EPA’s computer model for analyzing a violator’s economic gain from not complying with the law.

Best Management Practice (BMP)-  Methods that have been determined to be the most effective, 
practical means of preventing or reducing pollution from nonpoint sources.

Bioaccumulants-  Substances that increase in concentration in living organisms as they take in 
contaminated air, water, or food, because the substances are very slowly metabolized or excreted. 

Biodegradable- A material, which is capable of decomposing under natural conditions (i.e. the action 
of bacteria and fungi in normal conditions.)

Biodiversity-  The tendency in ecosystems, when undisturbed, to have a large number and wide range 
of species of animals, plants, fungi, and microorganisms.  Human population pressure, out migration, 
and resource consumption tend to reduce biodiversity.

Biological Contaminants-  Contaminants that include bacteria, viruses, molds, pollen, animal and 
human dander, insect and arachnid excreta (dust mites.)

Biological Control-  In pest control, the use of animals and organisms that eat or otherwise kill or 
out-compete pests.

Bioremediation-  Use of living organisms to clean up oil spills or remove other pollutants from soil, 
water, or wastewater; use of organisms such as non-harmful insects to remove agricultural pests or 
counteract diseases of trees, plants, and garden soil.  

Bio-swale-  Strategically placed earthen depressions that capture storm water and filter it using 
native wetland plants.

Brise-soleil-  An exterior architectural element designed to control the penetration of direct sunlight 
into a building.
 
Brownfields-  Abandoned, idled, or under-used industrial and commercial facilities where expansion 
or redevelopment is complicated by real or perceived environmental contamination.



BTU (British Thermal Unit)-  A unit of measurement equivalent to the amount of heat energy 
required to raise the temperature of one pound of water one degree Fahrenheit.

Buffer-  A strip of heavily vegetated land that helps to absorb and filter run-off water.

Building Commissioning - A systematic process of ensuring, through documented verification, that 
all building systems perform interactively according to the documented design intent and the owner’s 
operational needs, beginning in the design phase, lasting at least one year after construction and 
including the preparation of operating staff.

Building Envelope-  The elements of a building (e.g. roofs, windows, walls and floors) that enclose 
conditioned spaces through which energy may be transferred to and from the exterior.

Building Related Illness (BRI)-  Diagnosable illness whose cause and symptoms can be directly 
attributed to a specific pollutant source within a building.  Building related illnesses are generally 
consider more serious than sick building syndrome (SBS) conditions and the symptoms persist after 
leaving the building.

Butyls-   Synthetic rubber resins used for flexible sheet products and durable, solvent-based caulking.

C
Caliche-  Calcium carbonate, common to semi-arid parts of Central Texas.  It makes especially hard 
brick without firing and is a common roadbed material.  It is not yet generally available commercially.

Carbon dioxide (CO2)- A colorless, odorless incombustible gas that is a by-product of all combustion 
processes.  CO2 is a major cause of global warning, a natural occurring green house gas in the 
atmosphere, human uses have been largely responsible for its drastic increase in the environment 
(from 280 parts per million in preindustrial times to over 350 parts per million today.)

Carbon monoxide (CO)-  A colorless, odorless, poisonous gas produced by incomplete fossil fuel 
combustion.  Gas stoves, fireplaces, kerosene appliances, tobacco smoke, and automobile exhaust are 
potential indoor sources.  CO can slow down your brain and your reflexes and dim your vision.  Very 
little CO is needed to be poisonous to the human body, only 50 parts of CO per million parts of air.  CO 
is also a source in global warming.

Carcinogen-  Any substance that can cause or aggravate cancer.

Caulk & Seal Package- Measures taken to reduce the amount of unconditioned air infiltration that 
traditionally comes from outside wall switches, outlets, wood joints, and wall penetrations.

Cellulose-  The fibrous part of plants used in making paper and textiles.  Most building products with 
the word cellulose imply that paper was used in the manufacturing.   

Cellulose Insulation with Borates -  Cellulose insulation is made from recycled newspaper.  The 
borates provide fire and vermin protection.  Most cellulose insulation now uses chemical fire 
retardants as opposed to the natural borates.  Environmentally sensitive persons should avoid 
cellulose insulation that contains newspaper ink, which can cause allergic reaction. There are 
cellulose insulation products made without inked newspaper. 



Cementitious Foam Insulation-  A magnesium-oxide based  material blown with air to create an 
inert, effective insulation.  It is especially good for people with chemical sensitivities.  

Certified Sustainably Managed-  There are some certified organizations that have been established 
to oversee the harvesting of wood for lumber.  To be certified sustainably managed the underlying 
guideline is preservation of a diverse sustainable forest that exhibits the same ecological 
characteristics as a healthy natural forest.  Few wood products are presently being certified, there is 
no certified sustainably managed forests in Ohio.

Chloroflourocarbons and Hydro Chloroflourocarbons (CFC/HCFC)-  CFCs and HCFCs are part of a 
family of chemicals used in refrigeration, air conditioning, packaging, insulation, or as solvents and 
aerosol repellents.  They are attributed as major contributors in the destruction of the earth’s ozone 
layer, they are not destroyed in the lower atmosphere and thus drift into the upper 

Clerestory-  Clerestories have many of the attributes of skylights except that they occur in the vertical 
rather than the horizontal plane.

Composite materials-  A complex material made up of two or more complementary substances, e.g. 
plastic laminates.  They can be difficult to recycle.  

Composting-  A process whereby organic wastes, e.g. food waste, paper and yard waste, decompose 
in the presence of air to form a mineral-rich, humus material.  

Compost-connected disposal-  A disposal that grinds food waste into a container to be used for 
compost rather than sending it into the wastewater system.  

Composting Toilet-  Toilet systems that compost human waste.  The process requires no water and 
does not create a health or odor problem when properly installed.  

Conservation Easements-  Easements that restrict a landowner to land uses that are compatible with 
long-term conservation and environmental values.

Constructed Wetland-  Any of a variety of human designed and constructed systems that approximate 
natural wetlands, using aquatic plants, and can be used to treat wastewater or runoff.

Cork-  Cork comes from the bark of the cork tree and is a by-product of the tree’s growth that can be 
harvested without harming the tree.  Cork is often used as the primary material in natural linoleum. 

D
Daylighting Strategies-  Methods that take maximum advantage of natural light to illuminate 
building interiors thus minimizing the need for artificial lighting.  

Demand Control Ventilation-  Ventilation provided in response to the actual number of occupants in 
a building and their activity, based on CO² levels in the space. 

Design Charette-  A process of focused workshops, which take place in the early phase of the design 
process and bring together all the project team members (e.g. designers, architects, contractors, 
engineers, landscapers, interior decorators, occupants and owners) to exchange ideas and encourage 
integrated design solutions.



Dioxin-  Any of a family of compounds known chemically as dibenzo-p-dioxins.  Tests indicate it is one 
of the more toxic anthropogenic compounds.  They are prevalent contaminants  in commercial 
products.
 
Domestic Hardwood-   Deciduous trees that grow in the United States.  This is the only type of wood 
in the U.S. where, generally, the growth of the tree can keep up with the removal rate.

E
Earth Sheltered Design-  Home design that is partially or totally below ground to make use of the 
constant temperature of the soil to improve energy efficiency.  

Earth’s Thermal Energy-  A short distance below the surface, the earth maintains a mostly constant 
temperature very close to the human comfort range.  

Embodied Energy-   The total energy--both direct and indirect--involved in bringing a product, 
material or system into existence. This includes the energy involved in growing, extracting, 
transporting, manufacturing, installing, constructing and eventually deconstruction and disposing of 
all components of a particular building product, material, system or structure.

Emission-  Pollution discharged into the atmosphere from smokestacks, other vents, and surface areas 
of commercial or industrial facilities;  from residential chimneys; and from motor vehicles, locomotive 
or aircraft exhausts.

Energy Management System-  A control system capable of monitoring environmental and system 
loads and adjusting HVAC operations accordingly in order to conserve energy while maintain comfort.  

Energy Modeling-  A computer model that analyzes the building’s energy-related features in order to 
project energy consumption associated with the building design.  

Energy Star- Program designed by the US Environmental Protection Agency to help market 
equipment, appliances, homes, and buildings that use less energy – giving consumers the power to 
help protect our plant for future generations.

Environmentally Friendly Landscaping- Where native species of plants and vegetation are used, 
requiring no or little additional watering.  These plants also require no pesticides or fertilizer to 
flourish.

F
Fly ash- Waste product that must be land filled.  Fly ash can, however, be used to replace virgin 
materials like cement.

G
Garage Ventilation System- Reduces CO concentrations in the garage and prevents CO from entering 
the home.

Geographical Information System (GIS)-  Detailed information on the soils, hydrology, land-use 
patterns, and plants and animal habitats of a sites, plotted on maps or entered in data bases and 



employed to determine the appropriate location of building and infrastructure and to plan landscaping 
and other land-use considerations.

Geothermal Heat Exchange Technology -  During the cold months, geothermal heat exchange uses 
the natural heat of the earth subsurface (around 50°) to heat a refrigerant,  which is then compressed 
to make it even hotter, and used heat buildings;  During warmer months, geothermal heat exchange 
extracts heat from the building, transfers it to a refrigerant, and back into the ground.

Glazing-  Transparent or translucent materials, such as window glass or plastic films, that allows light 
to enter rooms and solar collectors while also providing weather protection.

Graywater-  Water that has been used within a building (excluding kitchen or toilet water waste) and 
can be reused for irrigation.

Greenfields-  Land that is not developed.

Green wash-  Falsely claiming that an article is green or environmentally beneficial.

H
“Healthy Home”-  A home built from building materials that are non-toxic, have no VOCs and do not 
off-gas unhealthy chemicals while inhabited and is generally designed to contribute to a healthy 
indoor environment.

Heat Recovery Systems-  Building mechanical systems that capture waste heat from other 
mechanical systems and use it to replace part of the necessary heating load of the building.

House Wrap- Fabric sheeting made of a special material that only allows moisture to move through 
the fabric in one direction.  When installed on a homes exterior, it prevents rainwater from reaching 
insulation and structure but allows moisture that may be in the insulation to exit. 

HVAC System-  The equipment, distribution network and terminals that are used to provide the 
processes of heating, ventilation or air-conditioning in a building.

Hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFC)-  Less detrimental to stratospheric ozone than their relative, 
chlorofluorocarbons, HCFC’s are often used to replace CFCs, however, HCFCs are less efficient 
refrigerants and some are quite toxic. 

Hydrogen Fuel Cell-  An electrochemical device that produces power. Similar to a battery, chemical 
reactions take place on electrodes within the cell, resulting in the production of an electric current. In 
contrast to a battery, the electrodes in a fuel cell do not undergo a chemical reaction. These electrodes 
merely serve as reaction sites for the external hydrogen and oxygen fuel that is pumped into the fuel 
cell. The hydrogen and oxygen recombine into water, producing power and heat. 

I
Indoor Air Quality-  According to the U.S. EPA the definition includes 1. introduction and distribution 
of adequate ventilation air;  2. the control of airborne  contaminants and 3. maintenance of acceptable 
temperature and relative humidity.  

Infill-  Developing an empty lot of land within an urban area versus developing on greenfield (or 
undeveloped) land outside the city.  



Integrated Pest Management-  An approach to pest control that coordinates and monitors the use of 
potentially unhealthy chemicals for results that are more cost-effective and as harmless to building 
occupants, workers and the environment as possible

ISO 14000-  Set of generic standards developed by the International Organization for 
Standardization (ISO) to give business a method by which to measure environmental impacts.  ISO 
14000 include a range of environmental considerations including  auditing, environmental 
management systems (EMS), environmental performance evaluation (EPE), life-cycle assessment (LCA) 
and environmental aspects in product standards (EAPS).

K
Kilowatt-hour-  A measure of electricity usage equal to 1,000 watts an hour.

K-Rated Transformer-  A transformer that is designed with an oversized neutral to accommodate the 
high neutral current caused by the harmonics of the equipment served and used to supply power to 
non-linear loads such as computers.

L
Lead-  A harmful environmental pollutant that was once used in oil-based paints, printing inks, and is 
still used in some motor fuels, pigments, and solder.  Older homes and buildings often have layers of 
lead paint, which pose a toxic hazard if disturbed. Lead is toxic to many organs and can cause serious 
damage to the brain, kidneys, and nervous system and can cause cancer.  Like other metals, lead does 
not biodegrade in the environment.

Life Cycle Assessment-  The comprehensive examination of a products impact (environmental, 
health, economic and social) throughout its lifetime and including the raw material extraction and 
processing, transportation, manufacturing, use, demolition and disposal.

Life Cycle Cost- An accounting method that includes the capital cost of maintenance and replacement 
costs along with related environmental and health costs associated with a building through its entire 
life from design to demolition and including the processing of raw materials, the manufacturing and 
the transportation.

Light Pollution-  Excess brightness resulting from direct and indirect lighting in human settlements, 
particularly urban area.  Light pollution has negatively impacted the ecology of urban areas disruption 
biological cycles in plants and animals and, possibly, disruptive to humans.  Estimates suggest that 
purely unnecessary lighting of outdoor or indoor spaces when it is not needed costs the U.S. well over 
$2 billion per year.

Light Shelf-  A horizontal device positioned (usually above eye level) that reflects light and thus 
works to shield direct sunlight from the area immediately adjacent to the window.

Living Machinestm -   Designed by John Todd, Living Machines are systems of contained and 
manipulated aquatic ecosystems used to treat waste water.  The waste water is channeled through a 
series of tanks containing organisms such as plants, bacteria, fish, and snails and in so doing remove 
nitrogen, pathogens and many other forms of contaminants.  These systems are generally set-up in a 
green-house environment to maintain temperatures for optimal biological activity throughout the 
seasons.



Load-  The rate of flow of energy for either the heating or cooling requirement or both, measured in 
terms of BTU per hour, month or year.

Location Efficient Mortgage (LEM)-  An innovative new type of mortgage which is designed to make 
home ownership more affordable and attractive in inner-city and denser suburban neighborhoods that 
are transit-accessible.  This model applies the money people save in transportation costs in these 
neighborhoods  towards their mortgage enabling them to buy a higher priced, “location efficient” 
home than they would otherwise be able to afford.

Low Biocide-  Refers to paints which do not add fungicides and pesticides.

Low E Glass or Low E Windows (low-emissivity)-  Glass with an optical coating that blocks 
transmission of infrared light while allowing transmission of the remaining light spectrum.  This 
reduces the heat that is generated while maintaining the daylight for increased visibility within a 
space and effectively keeping an area cooler in summer and warmer in winter.

Low-Flow Fixtures- Plumbing fixtures like faucets and toilets which use lower amounts of water.

M
Mass Transit-  The conveyance of persons or good from one place to another on a local public 
transportation system such as light rail, bus or subway.

Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS)-  Legally required forms for all potentially hazardous products 
that contain information regarding chemical and physical hazards and potential health effects and 
gives recommendation for the proper handling and disposal of the product.

Mixed-Use-  A development that integrates several revenue-producing uses within one or more 
buildings in a planned area, such as housing, commercial and retail.  

N
Natural paints-  Paints and finishes that are made from plant and mineral materials and do not 
contain biocides or VOCs.

New Urbanism - A city planning movement that focuses on revitalizing the inner city and reforming 
the American suburb within an integrated regional structure.  Key components to new urbanism 
development are walkable neighborhoods, access to transit as well as cars, mixed use development 
and appropriately scaled developments.

O
Off-gassing or Out-gassing-  Evaporation or chemical decomposition of materials which emits fumes 
into the air.

Old-growth-  Wood from trees found in mature forests, many of which had never been previously 
exposed to logging.  Old growth forests are some of the biologically richest places left in the United 
States and are irreplaceable after logging.  In the Northwest, there are less than 10% of these forests 
remaining.  It is often hard to determine which wood is from old-growth areas.  It is advisable only to 
buy wood from 



Organic Wastes-  Materials, such as food and yard waste or natural building materials, that 
decompose naturally.

P
Passive Cooling-  A building structure that takes advantage of ventilation and natural cooling 
methods within its design and through the building components thus minimizing or eliminating the 
need for mechanical means of cooling.  

Passive (solar) design-  Building design and orientation that takes advantage of Earth’s processes 
such as radiation, convection, absorption, and conduction to support the heating, cooling and 
ventilation of a building.

Passive Heating-  A building structure that takes advantage of natural thermal energy flows such as 
radiation, convection and conduction of the sun’s energy to produce heat thus minimizing or 
eliminating the need for mechanical means of heating.

Passive Solar Water Heater-  A water heating system that relies on the heat from the sun to warm 
water and is not reliant on fossil-fuel derived energy systems.  There are numerous types of systems 
now available commercially.

“Pay as you throw” - Garbage service systems where residents pay for municipal waste management 
and disposal services based on the amount of garbage generated by that user.

Perlite-  A volcanic glass that expands with heat and transforms into a fluffy substance that can be 
used for insulation.

Pervious Paving-  Paving which uses materials and design that allow water to penetrate to the soil 
below.

Permaculture-  An approach to the practices of sustainable farming, gardening and living by 
designing constructed ecosystems that serve the needs of human populations while protecting and 
honoring the natural environment.  Permaculture sites integrate plants, animals, landscapes, 
structures and humans into symbiotic systems that require a minimum of energy and labor to 
maintain.

Photovoltaic (see also Active Solar Energy) -   The process of converting the energy of sunlight 
directly into electricity through the use of photocells.  Numerous examples of this technology exist in 
the world, including throughout the Cleveland and Northeast Ohio region.  The technology continues 
to become cheaper and more efficient.

Post-consumer Recycled Content-  A product that contains material (of a given percentage) which 
has served its intended use (been consumed) and been discarded for disposal or recovery and then 
recycled for use within the said product.
  
Pre-consumer Recycled Content-  Material that has been diverted from the waste stream following 
an industrial process and has never served a “former life” as another product or been previously 
consumed.

Pressure Treated Wood-  Wood that is chemically preserved moisture decay.  The process uses 
chemicals dangerous to both human and environmental health.



R 
R-value-  A unit of thermal resistance used for comparing insulating values of different materials;  the 
higher the R-value the greater its insulating properties.

Radiant Cooling-  A cooling system in which temperatures of room surfaces are adjusted to maintain 
comfort by absorbing the heat radiated from occupants.  

Rainwater Collection System- Method of preventing rainwater from parking lots, roofs and other 
imperious materials, from absorbing pollutants and rapidly entering the storm-water system and 
watersheds.

Rapidly Renewable-  Materials like bamboo which can be harvested and replenished in a short 
period of time.

Reconstituted-  Taking smaller pieces of materials and binding them together to form a larger 
material item.  Examples include wood chips which are adhered together to form trim, doors, or 
panels. 

Recycled Content- Material made from used and natural or virgin resources.

Recycled Plastic Lumber-  Recycled plastic that is made into a material that looks and functions like 
lumber and is insect and water resistant.

Renewable resources-  Resources that can be created or produced as least as fast as they are 
consumed (e.g. solar or wind energy or biomass.)

Run-off- Water from rainfall or irrigation that “runs off” the property.  Run-off is a lost resource unless 
it is captured for re-use.  Run-off poses a significant threat to water quality because it takes chemicals 
and pollutants from non-permeable and semi-permeable surfaces (such as roadways and parking lots) 
with it as it runs into streams, rivers, and lakes or into sewer systems.

S
Sick Building Syndrome (SBS)-  A term used to describe situations in which building occupants 
experience acute health and comfort effects that appear to be linked to time spent in a building but 
where no specific illness or cause can be identified.  The complaints may be localized in a particular 
room or spread throughout the building.

Sealed or Tight Ductwork- Normally installed ducts contain 1,000’s small holes which leak 
conditioned air into areas other than the conditioned spaces.  Duct sealing covers these holes allowing 
the conditioned air to only go to designed/conditioned areas.

Straw Bale Construction-  Building technique that uses bales of straw as building blocks. Straw, an 
agricultural by-product, is considered a “natural building material” because of its biological 
composition and the fact that it can be composted rather than landfilled after deconstruction. Bales 
are highly insulating, with an R-value of approximately 35. The straw-bale construction method 
originated in the sandhills of Nebraska at the turn of the century, and is currently being revived in the 
U.S. and around the world. 



T
Thermal Mass-  Materials, such as water, rocks, earth and masonry, that have a high capacity for 
absorbing heat and change temperature slowly.  These materials are used to absorb and retain solar 
energy during the daytime (or to absorb heat from other sources, such as fireplaces when lit) and then 
release it at night or during less sunny periods.

Traditional Neighborhood Development (TND)-  A basic element of New Urbanism which includes 
the characteristics often associated with traditional urban neighborhoods such as a town center with 
public space and commercial enterprises; a mix of activities and housing types;  interconnected 
network of streets and blocks many with sidewalks;  public spaces, civic building and open green 
spaces.

Transit-oriented Development (TOD)-  A mixed-use community within an average of 2,000-foot 
walking distance of a transit stop and core commercial area that mixes residential, retail, office 
openspace and public uses in such a way that it makes it convenient for people to travel by foot, bike 
or transit.

Truth Window-  An exposed section of a wall that reveals the layered components within it that 
usually wouldn’t be seen once the wall is finished.

U
Urban Sprawl- The irregular, often unplanned, spreading of residential areas, retail centers, and 
small industries outward from cities into formerly greenfield areas.  Urban sprawl creates incredible 
pressures on urban centers draining financial resources away from established cities and their 
neighborhoods and threatens farmlands, undeveloped natural areas, waterways and infrastructure.

Urban Growth Boundary-  A boundary that identifies land that has been planned for urban 
development in distinction to the surrounding area which is planned to maintain a rural character.

V
Vernacular- In architecture, vernacular buildings reflects the traditional architecture of the region 
developed in response to the climate, land conditions, scenery and locally available resources.

Visual Preference Surveytm -  Photographic images of various planning and design elements 
accompanied by questionnaires and analysis techniques used to help assess general preferences for 
certain types of development versus others.  First developed by Anton Nelessen. 

Volatile Organic Compounds (VOC)-  A class of chemical compounds that are volatile enough to 
evaporate from material surfaces into indoor air at normal room temperatures (referred to as off-
gassing) and can cause nausea, tremors, headaches and possible longer-lasting harm.  VOCs can be 
emitted by solvents, paints, adhesives, carpeting and particleboard.

W
Wetlands-  Biologically rich land that is transitional between aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems and 
is covered with water for at least part of the years.  Wetlands perform an important function as buffer 
zones, in helping to control flooding and in helping to maintain water quality. 



X 
Xeriscaping-  Creative landscaping design that conserves water by using draught-resistant and 
location-intelligent plants.

Z
Zoning-  A legal mechanism for local governments to prevent conflicting land use and promote orderly 
development by regulating the use of privately owned land through enforcement.

(Compiled from New York City High Performance Building Guidelines, Austin Greenbuilder Programs, “Green Building Materials” 
published by John Wiley & Sons, “Green Development” published by the Rocky Mountain Institute, “Lessons Learned Four Times 
Square” published by Earth Day New York, Cleveland’s Greenbuilding Guidelines and Lorain County Chamber of Commerce’s Center 
for Sustainable Development.)




